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while they loved or practised her lusts and abominations,
brought great scandal and odium upon iJte Reformation., and
prevented Erasmus and others, from embracing it, who were
friends to its principles. Luther vigorously opposed them, and
had the merit of reclaiming* their leader, Agricola, and bringing
him back to his senses and his duty. " This poisonous Anti-
nomian doctrine," said lie, " proceedeth mildly, and is palatable
tojlesh and llood,]mt it will produce much mischief" Collect.
Mens. p. 4*29. And when he found that the Anabaptists could
not be reclaimed by reason or argument, he exhorted the magis-
trates to draw the sword against them, and destroy them; not
for their opinions as Heretics, but for their misdemeanors, as
perjured and seditious rebels.

And such was the general odium raised against them, that
the refugees of these fanatical sects who fled to England, found
no toleration there. Jane Backer and Van Pere, Anabaptists,
were burnt in S mill*field, in the reign of Edward VI. by C run-
nier and Ridleifs instigation, as blasphemers; and two more,
Henri/ Tencert and John Peterson, who had been driven out of
Holland, suffered in like manner, 23d July 1575, in the reign
of Queen Elisabeth, who was prejudiced against them as
Atheists, that condemned all governments, and taught seditious
doctrines. These executions, however, were considered as un-
reasonably severe*. The young King, Edwurd, signed the
death warrant of the former with great reluctance and many
tears ; and in the latter case, several English and Flemish, emi-
nent for their piety and learning, strongly interceded with the
Queen to prevent their execution, but in vain.

* "There weie also divines in Lower Germanyf says Bishop Taylor, "who with
reason spake against the Inquisition, and the lestraining prophesying, [or liberty of
preaching,] who yet, when they had shaken off the Spanish yoke, began to persecute
their brethren." Liberty of Ptoph. p. 208. Thus, J'alentine Gentilis was burnt at
Hern, and Servetus at Geneva, by Calvin. And the Calmnist Synod, held at Dort, was
no less arbitrary and overbearing against the Remonstrants of the Amiuiian sect, than
the Popish Council of Trent against reputed Heretics,

There is, however, this wide difference between Popish and Protestant persecutions
for religion ; persecution is a fundamental principle of the Romish Church, and accord-
ingly has been sanctioned by the Popesj councils, and Divinest and openly justified by
Bosquet. But it is diametttcally opposite to the principles of Protestantism, disclaiming all
religious tyranny, and maintaining the rights of private judgment s and when the turbu-
lence of those unsettled times had subsided, which carried away such excellent men. as
Cra.nm.er and Ridleyt (who repented of their error at the stake,) it was condemned by
the Reformed Churches in general,